THE CENTRE OF SOCIAL WELFARE & REHABILITATION
Response to COVID 19

The national lockdown from 25 March 2020 has severely affected lives and livelihoods across rural India. Agriculture and allied sectors employ more than half of the workforce in the country. A majority of India’s farmers are small and marginal farmers. 
 Tribal communities are amongst the most vulnerable in terms of food and nutrition security as seen in national statistics. In addition to farm based activities, the collection and sale of non-timber forest produce like kendu leaves and mahua flowers by tribal communities in many states has been badly affected by the lockdown, with no collection agents coming and markets closed. The informal sector is a major source of credit in rural India, and borrowing at high rates of interest is expected to increase to tide over the crisis. 
While the government announced several measures, including exemption of agriculture and fisheries from lockdown restrictions in late March, there has been lacuna in delivery and implementation at the ground level. There have also been gaps in reaching relief in cash and kind to the poor, needy and vulnerable as seen in media reports. Several civil society organizations and NGOs with field presence have been engaged in providing needed support that is possible under the circumstances.
We also started our response in rural areas of West Singhbhum and identified families who are on the verge of starvation. We also focused on such families who were dependent on male members working outside and they were sending money to continue lives at villages. We worked on this and taken support from Manki, Munda in identifying such families and provided dry rations to them. It really helped for a smaller time but it encouraged others to join hands to serve the humanity. 
As organization we have started helping in the following areas:   

1. Identified families who actually needs support
2. Provided Dry Ration to 125 families
3. Shared lists of such families to other organizations and administrations
4. Helping local functionaries to serve cooked food to children in AWC
5. Helping local schools to serve MDM rations and Money to children
6. Prepared and outsourced VDOs on COVID 19- Preventions and Norms and pushed in various groups to reach out local communities.
7. Developed Educational VDOs and pushed it in parents groups for AWC children's.
8. Our team visiting villages to aware about the preventive measures and giving demo on Hand Washing, Preparing mask at home etc.  
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